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God wants us happy.  Perhaps that is why two of my devotionals
—Happy Without Him and Happily Ever After—depict seasons in
my life when I was single and married trying to figure out what
true happiness was.
 
In the devotional, Happy Without Him, I compared the familiar
story of the prodigal son in Luke 15:17-24 with chasing after
unrequited love and the celebration the Father throws us when
we return to him.
 
The other devotional, Happily Ever After, is my conversation
with the Lord about my happily ever after when my husband
died.  Here is an excerpt from that devotional:
 
At the altar, we recited our vows, promising for better or worse,
sickness and in health, till death do we part.  After the wedding
reception, we drove away in a chauffeured vintage car.
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The words of At Last by Etta James expressed the love we
felt: 

At last my love has come along
My lonely days are over

And life is like a song.
 
But several years later, ‘till death do we part’ became a reality.  I
went from wife to widow.  Living happily ever after stories never
ended like this.  Finding true love was supposed to be forever.
 
Eventually my grief turned to disappointment with God.  With a
sense of entitlement, I felt God owed me a happily ever after.

I felt that God owed me a husband I could flirt with my eyes in a
room full of people.  God owed me a husband that I could attend
marriage retreats with other couples.  God owed me a husband to
help make ends meet when I had more bills than my take home
pay. God owed me a husband that would have talks with young
men who were interested in dating our daughter.
 
Desperate to hear from God, I cried out to him asking, “What
happened to my happily ever after?”  

_____________________

Are you wondering where is your happily ever after?  Longing to
have a Mr. Happily Ever After?  Realized that trying to make your
own happily ever after is not working for you?
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How wonderful it would be if our lives were a Hallmark movie or
a fairy tale story that ends with, “And they lived happily ever
after.”  
 
One of my favorite things about this time of year is watching the
Hallmark channel in front of the fireplace with a cup of hot
chocolate and a cozy blanket.  

If your life were a Hallmark movie, what would your storyline
be? 

We all know Hallmark movies are unrealistic and the happily ever
after endings are predictable.   How wonderful if dating or finding
a mate was as easy as a Hallmark movie.
 
How has your happiness been dependent on the status of a
current relationship or finding a new one?
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How do you find happily ever now when the script of your life is
not a hallmark movie? 
 
 
Single women are bombarded with messages that encourage us
to find happiness like the world, follow our hearts, and to take
matters into our own hands. 

How can your storyline or script for happiness, when unmet, lead
you to make choices outside the will of the Lord? 
 
 
You can be coupled up or married and still wonder where is or
what happened to your happily ever after.  How is this story
possible?
  
 
What do you think of this observation:  If you are not happy
single, you will not be happy married?

Fill in the blank:  “If only I had ____________, I’d be happy.
 
How can you begin to trust the Lord that he knows what you
need to be happy?

What lie has the enemy have you believing that you can’t be
happy with God as the Lord of your life?
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Happy are the people whose God is the LORD!
Psalm 144:15

 
In his article, Marriage Won’t Make You Happy, Marshal Segall
writes:  You don’t have to get married to be happy. In fact, until we
realize that we don’t have to get married to be happy, we’re really
not ready to marry. 
 
…The happier you are with God before you’re married, the happier
you will be with someone else if and when you’re married. The only
people who will make you truly happy in marriage will love Jesus
more than you. And the only people whom you will make truly happy
in marriage are people you love less than you love Jesus. That’s true
for every single person. 
 
…Don’t wait to figure out the source of your happiness until you
find a husband or wife.  Wait to find a spouse until you’ve figured
out the true source of happiness. If we knew just how happy Jesus
would make us, we would stop looking so desperately for that
happiness in a husband or wife.  And then we just might be truly
happy with that husband or wife one day.

_______________ 

We mistakenly believe that something or someone will bring us
our happily ever after.  After my husband died, I realized that
relationships were not meant to fulfill all our hopes and dreams.
 
Jesus never promised us a husband or a husband we would grow
old with.  He promised that he would return as the Bridegroom
for his Bride for eternity.  This is the true happily ever after.  This
is what is utterly worth celebrating! 
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